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Navaratnamaalai 
Introduction 
Navarathinamalai is one of the eighteen works of Swami Pillai Lokacharyar — Ashtadasha 
Rahasyam. This work describes how one should perceive and change the mindset towards nine 


aspects, and therefore these are nine gems given to us titled as ‘nava rathina mAlai’. 


These nine aspects are 


i. Self, 

ii. Physical body, 

iii. Relatives, 

iv. Common folk, 

Vv. Demi-Gods, 

vi. Srivaishnavites, 
vii. Acharyan, 

viii. Piratti, and 

ix. The Supreme Lord. 


Accordingly, 
1. Self: The self is perceived as different from physical form, atomic, embodiment of knowledge 
and happiness, ever thinking of the Almighty subservient to the Supreme. 


2. Physical Body: The physical body is the one which is the tangible obstruction in realizing the 
nature of the AtmA, the bundle of 24thathvam-s, temporary, subject to transformation, and 
seed for all unhappiness. 


3. Relatives: The relatives are to be perceived as those who do inhibit in indulging in bhagavat 
knowledge and activities, and also harbor ahankaram and mamakaram. 


4. Samsaris: The samsaris are the hurdle to bhagavat anubhavam and kainkaryam. 


5. Devatantaram: Devatantaram are those who think high of themselves but are totally 
dependent on the Supreme, those who have opposed the Lord Almighty and failed and have 
made the common folk believe that they are powerful and accordingly do unpermitted acts- 
anarthangaLai pannubavargaL. 


6. Srivaishnavites: Srivaishnavites are those who have received the grace of the Lord and their 
association encourages bhagavat bhakti and are the ultimate even in the final end — 
prApyathukku ellai nilam. 


7. Acharyan: Acharyan is the one who has brought rectified and corrected me and placed me in 
the right path, molded to an extent of receiving the grace of the Almighty, and out of grace 
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disseminated the real knowledge and therefore is perceived with great gratitude — 
mahOpakAran. 


8. Piratti: Condoning all our sins and blunders, making the independence of the Lord to become 
subtle and precipitating the auspicious qualities of the Lord and therefore, is the advocate for 
us, the merciful mother for us and also the one unto whom we will perform kainkaryam. 


9. Emperuman: At the time of Creation, He bequeathed us with physique and sensory organs, 
thinking always of our welfare by being in innermost of our hearts, creating attitudes which are 
in tandem which encourage marching towards His ultimate abode, condoning all our blunders 
and relieve us eternally from the samsaram leading us through archiradhi margam and blessing 
us with gunanubhavam and granting us nitya kainkaryam. 
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1. The Self 


SwAmi PiLLai LokAchAryar explains the Self with six features attributable to the self. 


Different from the physical body; 


ii. Permanent; 


iii. Not subject to transformation; 


iv. Atomic; 
Vv. Seat of knowledge and happiness; 
vi. Owned by EmperumAn and is parathanthran to Him. 


i. Different from that of the body: AtmA is different from that of the body. 
(adiyEn uLLAn udAl uLLan — thiruvAymozhi 8-8-2 : The Lord is in the AtmAn and also the body which 
means that the Atman and body are different.) 


ii. Permanent: Not subject to either creation nor death. Then what is birth and death? Birth is the Atman 
being settling in the body and death is release from the body. (AtmA cannot be burnt by fire not doused 
by water or tortured by weapons — Srimadh Bhagavad GitA) 

iii. Not subject to Transformation: The soul neither grows nor depletes or deteriorates. 

iv. Atomic: The AtmA is atomic. 

v. The Atman is seat of knowledge and happiness. 

vi. The Atman is EmperumAn’s : As mentioned by Thirumangai AzhwaAr in Periya Thriumozhi 

"..madai Ar nllam vayal sUzh thriukkaNNapuram udaiyAnukku, adiyEn oruvaRku vuriyEanO?” Periya 


Thriumozhi 8-9-3 


vii. Parathanthran: The AtmA acts to the liking and desire of the Lord and for the Lord. Therefore, AthmA 
does not do acts as per its wish. 


The word ‘adiyEn’ in the pAsuram ‘adiyEn uLLAn’ refers to the soul as adiyEn (ThriuvAymozhi 8-8-2 and 
GuruparampArA prabhAvam — ThriukkOshtiyUr Nambi's explanation and Idu aptly explain this). The 
AtmA is subservient to the Lord, though knowledge and anandham are its basic nature. 
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2. The Physical Body 


The features of the body are described as follows. 


That one which obstructs the realisation of the true nature of the soul; 


That which generates vipareeta gnAnam; 


Bundle of 24 thathvam-s; 


Temporary ; 


The one which induces into materialistic pursuits and pushes into samsAram eternally. 


Since, the sensory organs are restricted by the body — which is of 24 thathvam-s, the body does 
not allow realizing the true nature of the soul (aLavudai aim-pulangaL aRiyA vagai — 
ThiruvAymozhi 3-10-11). 


The body makes one think that it is Atman. It also makes one assume what is not one's as one's. 
Similarly, it causes the thoughts of Supremacy where it is not attributable and purshArtham 
where it is not ought to be. Therefore, the body results in vibharltha gnAnam or 
misunderstanding of true knowledge. 


Bundle of 24 thathvam-s: The physical body is a mass of twenty four thathvam-s. SwAmi 
NammAzhwar has explained this in the ThriuvAyMozhi "pongaim-pulanum, poRi aindhum, 
karumEandhriyam aim-bhUdham, ingivvuyirE prakruthi, mAnAngkAra manangaLEa" 
Thiruvaymozhi 10-7-10. 
These are: 
Five senses: smell, vision, touch,sound and taste 
Five sensory organs: nostrils,eyes, skin, ears and tongue 
Five action organs-karama-indhriyama mouth,hands,feet, kudham and kuRi 
Pancha-bhUdham-s:akAsam-vAyu-agni-appu-prithvi i.e The sky, wind, fire,water and the 
earth 
The aforesaid fives add up to twenty. 
21st is prakruthi 
22nd is mahAn 
23rd is ahankAram and 
24th is mind 
Therefore, the body is a mass of these 24 elements. 


d. The one which induces into materialistic pursuits and pushes into samsAram eternally. 
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3. The Relatives 


Relatives: The blood relatives are related to us through the physical body. 
They are not our natural relatives in the sense that their relationship terminates once this body falls. 
Further, since their association only aggravates the samsaric immersion, this is not a desired connection. 


This is what Sri Nam-AzhwAr mentions in 

koNda peNdir makkaL uRRAr suRRathavar piRarum, 
kaNdadhOdu pattadhallAl, kAdhal maRRu yAdhum illai 
9-1-1 of ThiruvAyMozhi 


and 


" iruL koL thunbathu inmai kKANil ennEa enbArum illai" 
9-1-3 of ThriuvAyMozhi. 


These relatives spurn us when one is in distress. 
The question then comes up, "Who is the real relative?" 


The relative with whom the relationship is natural and never terminates. Sri AndAL clearly underlines 
this fact in ThriuppAvai 28 "..unnOdu uRavEl ingu ozhikka ozhiyAdhu". 


That a mother has failed is seen in the instance of kaikEyi; 

that brother is not a rakshaka is observed in case of vAli; 

that sons have also disappointed is seen in the case of rudhran and kamsan; 
that the husband has deserted is clear from dhraupadhi-s episode and naLan-s. 


Therefore, all these relationships are Him which is made clear by Sri ParAnkusan 
"sEIEy kaNNiyarum, perum selvamum, nan-makkaLum, mElAy thAy thandhaiyum avarE ini AVARE” 
5-1-8 of ThiruvAymozhi. 
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4. Devatantaram 


DEvatAntaram - Demi Gods: 

The demigods or other deities inherit their nominal powers from EmprumAn.They are subject to His will 
and wish. It is His magnanimity that He has conferred such powers to them keeping in mind various 
factors 


"dhisayum, dhisayUruth dheivamum, dheivath 
isaiyum karumangaL ellAm kAroDha vaNNan padaitha mayakku" 
Mudhal ThrivandhAdhi. 


The fact that the deities have been installed in several directions and for different actions are all the 
illusion EmperumAn has created. 


Adding to this the rajas and thamas nature of these deities make them think themselves as supreme and 
act accordingly. 


Sri NammAzhwaAr clears this illusion in several pAsuram-s. Here is one instance, 
nAdi nir vaNangum dheivamum ummaiyum mun padiththAn; 

kabala nan mOKKathuk kaNdu koN min 

ThiruvAymozhi 4—10-2. 


AzhwaAr addresses the samsAri-s who presume that these deities are the supreme 
"These deities whom you approach and worship and you are all created by EmperumAn." 


Thus, one should realize that these deities are subservient to the Lord; they act as if they are supreme 
and are devoid of knowledge; and they look to EmperumAn during their times of distress. 
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5. Samsaris 


SamsAri-s: SamsAri-s are hindrances to bhagavath anubhavam and bhagavath kainkaryam. How? 


Since, they are full of ahankAram and mama-kAram they are submerged in the materialistic pursuit and 
happiness. Therefore, they do not realize the supremacy of the Almighty; resulting in causing similar 
attitude to those who are with them. Therefore, this field effect should be feared as this will directly 
lead to obstacle for bhagavath anubhavam (as against materialistic pursuits) and bhagavat kainkaryam 
(as against materialistic addiction). 


Sri NammAzhwaAr clearly mentions this aspect also 
"nATTArOdu iyalvozhindhu nAraNanai naNNinamE" 


10-6-2 of ThiruvAymozhi. 


Azhvar Emberumanar Jeeyar Thiruvadigale Sharanam 
http://acharya.org 


Sri: Navaratnamaalai 
Srimathe Ramanujaya Nama: 


6. Srivaishnavites 
SrivaishNavites: How are the fellow SrivaishNavites to be considered? 
Those whose association is the seed for springing knowledge in bhagavath vishayam and also 
indifferenct towards other matters. They also help in achieving the kainkarya prApthi and are to be most 
desired ones. Therefore, they also are the ultimate goal. 
SwAmi PiLLai LokAchAryar has categorically spelt this out in Srivachana BhUshaNam: "ivwartham - 
idhihAsa purANangaLilum, payilum sudar oliyilum, nedumARkadimaiyulum, thETTarum thiralilum, 
naNNAdha vALavuNar, kaN sOra venkurudhiyilum, mEmporul mEliR pATTukkaLilum — visadhamAgak 
kANalAm" 227. 
That, devotion to devotees is ultimate, has been demonstrated by AzhwAr-s. These pAsuram-s are 
a. payilum sudar oli —ThiruvAymozhi -3-7; 
b. NedumARkadimai ----ThiruvAymozhi 8-10; 
c. NaNNAdha VAL avunar-Periya ThiruMozhi 3-6; 
d. KaN sOra venkurudhi —Periya ThiruMozhi 7-4; 
e. TheAttarum Thiral —PerumAL ThriuMozhi 2. 


f. The pAsuram-s following mEAmporuL pogavittu in ThirumAlai. 


These have been quoted to highlight the importance of SrivaishNavites and the good it casues to the 
self. 


Therefore, one should consider the srlvaishNavites and their association as the most desirable. The 
stages of kainkaryam is set as three. The first is Acharya kainkaryam, the next is kainkaryam to 
EmperumAn and the final is thAdhlya kainkaryam. 
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7. Acharyan 


AchAryan: AchAryan is one, who, out of immense grace imparts true knowledge to the SishyA - educates 
him with the secrets of Thriumandhram with the specific intent of removing Sishyan from samSAram 
and make him apt to receive the grace of The Almighty. 


Does not Madhurakavi AzhwAr mention "..payan anRAgilum pAngallarAgilum, seyal nanRAgath thiruthip 
paNi koLvAn". 


He also declares in this prabhandham kaNNinun SiruththAmbu: "dhEvu maTTARiyEn kurugUr nambi" 
proclaiming the faith one has to have in one’s AchAryan and demonstrates this by practice. 


While other AzhwAr-s talk of the Lord when He appears to them and fear the samsAram at other times, 
Sri Madhurakavi is always stable and steady due to his steadfast devotion towards his AchAryan. This is 
clearly mentioned in Srlvachana BhUshaNam 408: "uNda pOdhu oru vArththaiyum, UNNAdha pOdhu oru 
vArththaiyum solluvAr paththu pEr uNdiRE; avargaLaik koNdanRu iwarththam aRudhiyiduvadhu". 


The real philosophy has to be determined not based on the fluctuating words of ten AzhwAr-s who talk 
in a happy tone when the Lord appears and talk grief when He is away. 


409: "avargaLaich sirithiruppAr oruvar uNdiRE; avar pAsuram koNdu iwarththam aRudhiyidak 
kadavOm". 


The real truth to be followed is to be determined from the one who is steadfast and steady in his words. 
The one who followed swAmy NammAzhwaAr as his AchAryan and declared that he has got no other Lord 
than his Acharyan. 


"By his immense causeless mercy, the AchAryan has showered his blessings on me; Put me in the right 
path. Imparted me The real truth. Taught me the Thirumandhiram and removed me from the 
SamsAram. Led me to the divine feet of the Lord Almighty and put me into the domain of eternal 
kainkaryam. What a mammoth upakAram. MaHOpakAram" should be our thoughts regarding AchAryan. 
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8. Piratti 


Piratti: 

The Lord Almighty is not only swathanthran but also the one who maintains the Sastric rules. He cannot 
therefore overlook any such determined factors and grant salvation or relief to anybody.This is a great 
constraint He has got, in contrast to AchAryan and PirATTi. 


Notwithstanding this fact, He is full of auspicious qualities which include vAtsalyam - motherly love, 
Saulabyam - Easy accessibility; sAuselyam — Affable nature and so on. 


When the Supreme nature is predominant these qualities take a subtle role. 


PirATTi advocates our cause. She argues "Oh! Lord, who does not make mistakes? If one always harps on 
these rules, then what will happen to these auspicious qualities?" 


She thus precipitates these qualities and makes the swAthanthryam go to a subtle state. These qualities 
shower mercy on the souls and elevate them, despite their accumulated sins. 


This is clearly stated in MumUkshuppadi "purushakAra balathAlE swAthanthriyam thalai sAindhAl, thalai 
edukkum guNangaLaich sollugiRAdhu nArAyaNa padham" 136. 


That pirATTi argued for the sake of rAkshashi-s who tortured Her is the outstanding example of Her 
efficacious advocacy. 


Therefore, one should consider PirATTi as our well wisher who argues for our sake with the Almighty, 
one who suppresses the swAthantrhiyam of the Lord and brings up His auspicious qualities. 


Thus, She is our mother looking always for our welfare. One should realize that it is with Her that we are 
to perform Kainkaryam unto EmperumAn. 


"agala-killEn iRaiyum enRu alarmEl mangai uRai mArbA, 
nigaril pugazhAy ulagam mUnRudaiyAy, ennai AlvAneE.." 
ThiruvAymozhi 6-10-10 


"vEri mARADha pU mEl iruppAL vinai thirkkumE" 
4-5-11 of ThiruvAymozhi 
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9. Emperuman 


Emperuman: The Lord at the time of creation blesses us with physique, endows us with sensory organs 
and senses. 


He dwells in our innermost of our minds and always essays for our welfare. 


"uL ninRu uyirgaLukku uRRanavE seydhu.." 
irAmAnusa nURRandhAdhi. 


He removes our determination not to be interested in Him. Over and above removing such indifference 
and apathy, He also directs us towards AchAryan, who imparts immense knowledge. 


Finally, He condones all our mistakes and graces us with the divine path towards His divine abode — the 
archirAdhi — ""pOm v azhiyaith tharum..: declares swAmy NammAzhwaAr in the divine work 
ThriuvAymozhi 3-9. 


He is also the Lord who escorts in the final journey. "kALa mEagaththai gadhiyAkki" is the ThriuvAymozhi 
nURRandhAdhip pAsuram in this regard. 


Granting the opportunity to cross the vrajA, EmperumAn grants parama-padham — ERRArum 
vaikunthathai aruLum namakku- and bequeaths us with GunAnubhavam and blesses with eternal 


kainkaryam - nithya kainkaryam. 


That is how one should consider EmperumAn. 
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Conclusion 


Thus, SwAmy PiLLai UlagAsiriyar, focuses the limelight on the nine aspects and pereception one should 
have towards these. 


Though there is no vyAkyAnam for this treatise, the references are drawn from aruLich-cheyal, SwAmy’s 
other grantham-s like MumUkshuppadi, Srlvachana-bhUshaNam and so on. For instance, the attitude 
towards srlvaishNavites is clearly spelt out in the introduction to dhvyap prakaraNam by Sri MaNavALa 
mAmunikaL. As regards treating the AchAryan it is clearly spelt out in SrivachaNa bhUshaNam. That 
pirATti is advocate for our cause and welfare is clear from a reading of MumUkshuppadi. That 
dhEvathAnthram-s are subservient to EmperumAn is frequently mentioned in aruLich cheyal. The same 
is the fact for the thoughts on samsAri-s, bandhukkaL. The fact regarding AthmA can also be understood 
from aruLich cheyal , thathvathrayam and artha-panchakam. 


Though this is not a translation of the work, this is an attempt to bring the spirit and essence of the 
work, in this language. 


| bow at the feet of Sri Kanchi swamy, Sri Velukkudi Varadhachariar swamy, Sri Srirangam 
Narasimhachariar swamy, Puthur swamy and other Srivaishnavites, who imparted knowledge to 
understand this grantham. 
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